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FOR HARKIMAN AND VANCE 

1. I WAS CALLED TO THE PALACE AT ABOUT 1:00 AM TO RECEIVE THIEU’S 

REPLY. THIS WAS FURNISHED BY FOREIGN MI I NIST ER THANH. -THE—-“ 

SESSION LASTED TWO HOURS. 

2. THANH SAID THE PRESIDENT HAD CONFERRED WITH THE PRESIDENTS OF 
THE T'-'O HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT UNTIL SHORTLY BEFORE OUR MEETING. 

IT WAS THEIR OPINION THAT IN THE LIGHT OF ARTICLE 39 OF THE 

CO NSTITUTUION THE PRESIDENT MUST CONSULT ALSO WITH THE 
LEADERS OF PARLIAMENTARY GROUPS AND WITH THE BUREAUX OF THE 
TWO HOUSES AND IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE THAT THEY WOULD DETERMINE 
THAT A PLENARY SESSION IS NECESSARY TO GIVE THE GOVERNMENT 
AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. THANH ALSO SAID PRESIDENT THIEU HAD RECEIVED A DISTURBING 
TELEGRAM FROM AMB LAM TO THE EFFECT THAT AMB HARRIMAN HAD 
SAID THAT "THE US IS MOT OPPOSED TO A DELEGATION FROM THE NLF 
DISTINCT FROM HANOI" AND THAT "THE US CANNOT FORCE HANOI TO GIVE 
ADVANCE ASSURANCES THAT THEY WILL NEGOTIATE DIRECTLY WITH 

THE GVN." THIS SEEMED AT VARIANCE WITH THE THREE-POINT MEMORAN¬ 
DUM WE HAD GIVEN THE GVN AND WITH THE JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT THAT WE 
HAD WORKED OUT TOGETHER. 


D !J M 
HAD 


4. FOR THESE REASONS, AND FOR THE REASONS THAT HAVE.BEEN STATED 
BY THE PRES AND THE VICE PRES, THE GVN NEEDS "MATERIALLY MORE 
TIME” TO SETTLE THESE MATTERS AND TO PREPARE A DELEGATION 
BEFORE THEY CAN AGREE TO A DATE FOR THE BOMBING HALT AND IN¬ 
CEPTION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 
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5. LATER IN THE CONVERSATION, THANH RAISED. ANOTHER POINT. HE 

SAID PRES THIEU HAD MADE IT CLEAR IN HIS INSTRUCTIIONS TO BUI'DIEM 
-1 HAT THE GVN CONSIDERS IT IMPORTANT TO SETTLE THE PROCEDURAL 
•.QUESTIONS WITH HANOI BEFORE THEY GO INTO THE FIRST MEETING. IN 
; ORDER TO AVOID AN UN- • 

■DIGNIFIED WRANGLE OVER PROCEDURE AT THE FIRST REGULAR SESSION,' 

(I GATHERED THAT THIS WAS NOT ONE OF THE PRINCIPLE POINTS THAT 
.THANH HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO MAKE BY THE PRESIDENT, BUT THAT IT 

’WAS ADVANCED ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE AS AN ADDITIONAL REASON FOR 
DELAY), 

m 

• 

6. I SAID WE HAVE NEVER BEEN INFORMED THAT THERE IS ANY QUESTION 
ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT NEEDING AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY TO NEGOTIATE. WE HAVE MADE CERTAIN DEMANDS UPON HANOI 
WITH THE APPROVAL OF PRESIDENT THIEU, AND HANOI HAS NOW ACCWP- 
TED THEM. I HAD OUTLINED THESE MATTERS TO THE PRES AS LONG AGO 
AS OCT 13. WE HAD ALSO KEPT HEADS OF THE TCC S INFORMED. WE HAD 
ACTED IN GOOD FAITH. WE HAD NEVER LEFT THE GVN IN ANY DOUBT THAT 
WE CONSIDER WE CANNOT TELL HANOI HOW IT WILL CONSTITUTE ITS 
SIDE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. I DID NOT KNOW WHETHER HARRIMAN 

HAD SAID WHAT AMB LAM WAS REPORTING BUT IS WAS CLEAR THAT MY 
GOVERNMENT HAD INSTRUCTED ME TO GIVE CERTAIN ASSURANCES TO THE 
GVN, THESE HAD BEEN CONVEYED AND EXPLAINED AND ACCEPTED, AND 
OBVIOUSLY WE STAND BY THEM. 

7. I SAID WE NEEDED A RESPONSE FROM THE GVN, YES OR NO, WHETHER 
THEY WILL GO ALONG WITH PRES JOHNSON'S PROPOSAL, AND I SAID 

IT MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THE PRES TO GO AHEAD IN ANY CASE BUT • 

Wt. HAD TO KNOW NOW WHETHER WE WOULD HAVE THEIR COOPERATION. I SAID 
IT IS FAIR TO SAY THAT PRES JOHNSON HAS BEEN THE BEST FRIEND 

that vikt-nam has ever had and 

HE HAS OBTAINED SATISFACTION FROM HANOI ON THE ESSENTIAL 
POINTS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. 

DID THANH NOW WISH ME TO REPORT THAT THE GVN DOES NOT AGREE TO 
TO AHEAD ON THE BASIS THAT WE HAD AGREED TOGETHER? 

8. THANH AGAIN CLAIMED THAT OUR AGREEMENT ON THE JOINT 
ANNOUNCEMENT HAD BECOME BECLOUDED BY REMARKS MADE BY HARRIMAN 
TO LAM. WE SPENT SOME TIME GOING OVER THE "OUR SIDE, YOUR 
SIDE" FORMULA AGAIN, AND I GAINED THE IMPORESSION THAT THANH 
WAS SPARRING FOR TIME. 

I SAID OUR GOVERNMENT STANDS BY ITS COMMITMENTS AND ANY 
ALLEGED DIFFERENCES OF INTERPRTATION THAT IF THE OTHER SIDE 
PRETENDS THAT THE NLF IS A SEPARTE DELEGATION WE WILL SUPPORT 
THE GVN IN ITS OPPPOSITION TO ANY SEPARATE STATUS TO THE NLF. 

I SAID OUR POSITION ON THIS IS CLEAR AFD HAD BEEN SET FORTH 
IN OUR THREE-POINT MEMORANCUM. THESEMATTERS ARE NOT NEW, WE 
HAVE BEEN OVER THEM AGAIN AND AGAIN. I SAID THE QUESTION IS WHETHER 
THE .GVN WILL COOPERATE AND WE NEED AN ANSWER NOW. 
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9. FINALLY THANH SAID "THE PRESIDENT WISHES TO COOPERATE BUT 
HE NEEDS MORE TIME". READING FROM NOTES OF THE MEETING IN HTE 
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE THAT HAD RECEDED OURS WITH THANH, DUC SAID 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SAID HE IS VERY ANXIOUS TO COOPERATE, 

HE IS ANXIOUS TO BE HELPFUL, BUT HE HAS TO TAKE INTO 
CONSIDERATION THE NATIONAL ASEMBLY AND THE CONSTITUTION AND 
THE HYPER-SENSITIVITY OF THE ISSUE OF THE STATUS OF THE NLF. HE 
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE IT MECTIONED TO PRESIDENT THAT IF WE GO INTO 

talks without necessry precautions there will be a progressive 

DISINTEGRATION." HE DOESN'T KNOW WHETHER THESE CONCERN HAVF 
BEEN REPORTED TO WASHINGTON." I SAID THEY HAVE INDEED BEEN 
REPORTED TO WASH AND WE HAVE GONE TO GREAT LENGTHS TO MEET THEM. 

10. I PRESSED THANH AGAIN TO SAY WHETHER I SHOULD REPOT TO WASH 
THAT THE CVN IS NOT GOING TO COOPERATE WITH PRES JOHNSON’S 
REQUEST, AMD AGAIN HE SAID IT WAS ONLY A MATTER OF TIME AMD 
CLARIFICATION. I ASKED WHETHER THE GVN HAS A PROPOSAL TO MAEK TO 
US. THANH SAID, ZMY GOVERNMENT DOES NOT SAY NO. I WILL REPORT TO 
THE PRESIDENT TO SEE THAT INSTRUCTIONS ARE SENT TO AMB DIEM. 

THE PRES ALSO HAS THE INTENTION TO BRING BACK AMB LAM, FOR HE 

IS VERY SHAKEN UP (REMUE) BY HIS REPORT." I SAID BRINGING 

back lam will settle nothing, we have an agreement on these 

POINTS BETWEEN OUR GOVERNMENTS. I THEN SAID I REGRETTED VERY 

MUCH TO CONCLUDE FROM OUR CONVERSATION THAT I HAD TO REPORT 

THAT THE GVN IS NOT PREPARED TO COOPERATE WITH US IN ENDING THE 

BOMBING AND SCHEDULING NEGOTIATIONS ON THE BASIS THAT WE HAD 
PROPOSED. 


COMMENT: 


9 

11. I THINK IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE NOT LEAVE MATTERS IN THIS 

STATE BUT PUT THE BURDEN ON THE GVN TO TELL US WHEN THEY ARE 

W0VE * ACCORHINGLY I REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS TO TELL THEIU 

^x2 R ^°onM 1 2r!! INQ THAT V/E ARE PREPARED TO WAIT ANOTHER 24 HOURS 
WliH A 30MBING HALT ANNOUNCEMENT AND THAT WE PROPOSE 

lv rll/ LITTLE MORE TIME TO PULL THEMSELVES TOGETHER 

BY SCHEDULING THE FIRST MEETING ON NOVEMBER 4 INSTEAD OF NOV 

mit 2unm H 2 U !:? U NDERST AND THAT V/E CANNOT WAIT INDIFINITELY, BUT 

rrwr ?,2 ?M G J, V 5n.n I , M AN OPPORTUNITY TO AGREE TO THESE DATES, OR TO 
GIVE US AN ALTERNATE PROPOSITION FOR THE FIRST MEETING. BUNKER 
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